Windy and Wild for Tayside & Fife Festival
Primary schools & junior clubs from across Angus, Dundee & Perth & Kinross came together in very windy conditions for the Tayside and Fife Primary Hockey Festival on the 18th May. Twelve teams of mixed experience put on a great show in the breezy conditions at DISC, while coaches, teachers and parents huddled closely together as they offered their encouragement.
The festival provides a great opportunity for young players to enjoy friendly but keenly contested competition and is key to the player pathway for hockey in Angus, Dundee and Perth & Kinross.  The teams participated in 6-a-side games in two closely fought pools which show the continued development of hockey in these areas. 

The teams were split into two pools, Timmergreens Primary, Northmuir Primary, Claypotts Castle Primary, Whitfield Primary, North Inch Cluster and The Community School of Auchterarder Primary in pool A.  With Maisondieu Primary, Whitehills Primary, Clepington Primary, Dundee Wanderers Cluster Club, Craigclowan School & Kinnoull Cluster in pool B.    

In two very closely contested pools, The Community School of Auchterarder Primary and Kinnoull Cluster came out on top and went on to compete in a very tight final.  So close are these teams that extra time was required to separate them.  It was only in the final seconds of extra time Kinnoull Cluster made a break and scored with virtually the last hit of the game, giving them a hard fought victory.  

In a slight change of format this year, the top two teams from each area will progress to the National Primary Festival at Peffermill in Edinburgh on 2nd June.  The successful teams are Northmuir Primary and Whitehills Primary from Angus, Clepington Primary and Whitfield Primary from Dundee and Kinnoull Cluster and The Community School of Auchterarder from Perth & Kinross.  
A huge thanks is given to all the teachers, coaches & parents who support the teams. Thanks is also due to the youth umpires for taking charge of the games and giving up their time to help with the smooth running of this event.  Also a word of thanks to Jim Shepherd for providing the pictures for the event.
