Scottish Swimming and Scottish Disability Sport – Partnership Statement 

Scottish Disability Sport (SDS) and Scottish Swimming (ScSw) are pleased to emerge from a period of change with a new shared approach for supporting disability swimming in Scotland .  Key points from our support for the pathway are highlighted below: 

Development 

· SDS will continue to support swimming through the existing branch structure. 

· ScSw and SDS will work together to grow the number of swimmers at the start of the pathway through the development of the regional model in both organisations.   ScSw has five such posts with the position in the North having the national lead for disability swimming.  SDS currently has four such Regional posts, with expectation to grow that number to seven in the year ahead.   These posts will have a clear remit for Talent ID and development and have swimming as one of their core sports. Ongoing interaction between the regional managers across SDS and ScSw will be achieved. 

· SDS and ScSw are committed to supporting and encouraging mainstream swimming clubs to work inclusively with swimmers with a disability through appropriate education & training and/or through links to local disability sport structures. 

Performance Development 

· SDS will undertake to reinstate a calendar of national swimming events that meets the needs of swimmers with a disability in Scotland . 
· ScSw will manage the National Disability Squads going forward. 
· ScSw will manage the representative teams attending DSE Junior & DSE Short Course Champs and other identified UK and international events. 
· ScSw will lead the Scottish Talent Programme (until swimmers are ready to be picked up by British Swimming). 
· The ScSw disability swimming post is centred on the fast tracking of swimmers onto World Class programmes.  The core focus of the post is Performance Development. 

Performance 

· ScSw will liaise with British Swimming to ensure the smooth transition of Scots into the British Swimming World Class Talent, Development and Podium programmes. 

We look forward to working together with athletes, staff, coaches and volunteers to take forward disability swimming in Scotland. 

Key contacts for information on the above: 

SDS – Ruari Davidson: ruari.davidson@scottishdisabilitysport.com 
ScSw – Paul Wilson p.wilson@scottishswimming.com 
